A Southeast Pennsylvania

ﬁclzeﬁgsator Quick Guide to Certifications

QUICK FACTS:
* 3 Main Certifications:
o Women-Owned
o Minority-Owned
o Veteran-Owned (+Service-Disabled)
o *LGBT+, Disabled—not offered federally, only through third-party
= Freethrough SBA, paid through third-party certification agency (based on revenue)
= Various levels of government may accept different certs; firm should consider getting several certifications.
« Certifications come with site visits and/or ownership verifications.
» Benefit to Certifying: there are “set-asides™ or a certain amount of contracts strictly designated for these
certified small businesses.

=

WHERE TO GET CERTIFIED
Women-Owned Businesses
< SBA(WOSB)
o Freetoobtain
o Approx. 90-day approval period
«  Women Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC)(WBE) $
o Local Chapter: Women'’s Business Enterprise Council-East
o Feesapplicable; $350 - $1250 (based on revenue)
o  Perks included w/ membership
o Approx. 30 — 60-day (sometimes 90-day) approval period

Minority-Owned Businesses
e SBA —8(a) certification program
o Freetoobtain
o Must be socially and economically disadvantaged based on this guidance. Take a pre-assessment
to know if 8(a) is right for business.
o  8-year program includes Mentor-Protegee program.
= National Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC)(MBE) $
o Local Chapter: Eastern Minority Supplier Development Council
Fees applicable; $300 — $1250 (based on revenue)
Perks included w/ membership
Approx. 45 — 60-day (sometimes 90-day) approval period
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Veteran/Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Businesses
e SBA (Service-Disabled)
o Approx. 90-day approval period
e Dept. of Veteran Affairs/Vetbiz (\Vet/Service-Disabled)
o Approx. 90-day approval period

LGBT+-Owned Businesses*
< National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (NGLCC)(LGBTBE)
o Local chapter: Independence Business Alliance
o Fees applicable; $400; become a member and the fee is waived ($25-$2500)
o Perks included w/ membership

Disabled-Owned Business*
» Disability: IN (Disabled/Service-Disabled/Veteran Disability)
o Fees applicable; $300; pay $1000+ for expedited processing (does not guarantee certification)
o Approx. 90-day approval period

www.ptac-southeastpa.org



https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/women-owned-small-business-federal-contracting-program
https://www.wbenc.org/certification/
https://wbeceast.com/get-certified/
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/8a-business-development-program
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ee1595e6b78f39b1563ab8a8440bc7cc&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title13/13cfr124_main_02.tpl
https://certify.sba.gov/am-i-eligible
https://nmsdc.org/mbes/mbe-certification/
https://emsdc.org/minority-business-certification/
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/service-disabled-veteran-owned-small-businesses-program
https://www.va.gov/osdbu/verification/index.asp
https://www.nglcc.org/get-certified
https://www.thinkiba.com/join/nglcc-certification/
https://disabilityin.org/what-we-do/supplier-diversity/get-certified/
http://www.ptac-southeastpa.org/
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